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Religious Education Policy– Draft

St Andrew’s Vision statement:
Our job is to inspire and foster curiosity, guide excellence, grow children of good character and nurture a love of life to enable them to become everything God made them to be.

Aims of Religious Education
Religious Education is a distinct area of the curriculum at our school and is linked with our School Vision and Values.
Through this we enable pupils to:

·  Acquire and develop a knowledge and understanding of the Christian faith through the exploration of core beliefs and critically engaging with biblical text.

·  Acquire and develop a knowledge and understanding of other major world faiths in order to develop a positive attitude towards all people.

· Develop the ability to make reasoned and informed responses to religious and moral issues with reference to the teachings of Christianity.

· Develop an understanding of the influence of beliefs, values and traditions on individuals and the wider community and to reflect upon their beliefs, values and experiences.

· Engage with challenging questions of meaning and purpose.

· Explore their own religious, spiritual and philosophical ways of living, believing and thinking.

Teaching and Learning

In this school the faiths taught in RE at KS1 are Christianity, Judaism and Islam. At KS2 the faiths taught are Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism.

RE is taught as a discrete subject from the Surrey Agreed Syllabus for RE. Teachers use the linked Learning Journeys to create their own unit plans.

The learning journeys all follow the same structure:

· Engage: A stimulus is offered to engage pupils with a key religious idea. This connects pupils with the theme of the unit and forms a bridge from pupils’ lives into the world of religion, enabling them to make and deepen links in their learning.

· Enquire and Explore: Pupils set out to explore religions and/or worldviews in relation to the key idea / focus of the Enquiry and the questions developed in the Enquire stage. Pupils will investigate the religious ideas and concepts through a mix of teacher and pupil led activities. In this stage pupils are generally learning about religion and belief. A range of visitors are invited to support the teaching of RE and there are planned visits to places of worship.

· Evaluate: Pupils then evaluate, reflecting on their learning, using an age appropriate balance of personal reflections and critical thinking skills. Pupils’ evaluations relate to the question(s) that have been the focus of the unit, and create opportunities  for them to learn from religion.

Some big RE questions more associated with learning from religion and belief may arise as the pupils proceed with this stage:
· What does this really mean?
· What do I think about what it means?
· Is this only important for some people? Why?
· What would it be like if everyone believed this?
· What if I believed it?

· Express: Finally, pupils are given opportunities to EXPRESS their own ideas and insights about what they have learnt during the ENQUIRY, which might be through cross curricular tasks, such as art, English or ICT, linking RE with other subjects.

Assessment

Pupil progress and attainment in RE will be tracked and recorded at the end of each unit taught, approximately every half term. Progress in RE will form part of pupils’ annual report to parents.

Time Allocation

The diocese requires that the amount of time spent on RE teaching should be close to 10% but must be no less than 5%. Therefore RE is allocated between one and one and a half hours per week. Any short fall in time allocation is made up by Easter Pause Day or other similar days. In the Early Years Foundation Stage, RE is taught under the area of ‘knowledge and understanding of the world’. At Key Stage 1 one hour per week is allocated to RE and at Key Stage 2, one and a quarter hours per week and this also includes the opportunity to share views and faith.Teachers may choose to “block” RE time and teach a unit over a number of days or part days. If this is the case the equivalent number of hours per unit remains the same.The diocese require that two thirds of RE taught is Christian.

Subject Leadership

The RE subject leader:
· Supports and monitors planning for the subject and sources the resources needed to teach it.
· Ensures that his/her subject knowledge and expertise are kept up to date by means of regular training.
· Ensures that staff receive training in the teaching and assessment of RE and is available to meet with teachers to support them during the planning stages.
· Regularly monitors the quality of RE teaching across the school.
· Reports regularly to the governing body on progress and attainment in RE.

Legal Requirements

[bookmark: _GoBack]As a Church of England voluntary controlled school and in accordance with the legal requirements, parents/carers do have the right to withdraw their children from RE lessons.  The children at our school play an integral part in the development of RE and Worship and to date no child has been withdrawn from this aspect of school life. We are pleased that our parents and carers respect and encourage the children to embrace this very important strand of our school curriculum.
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